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SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
As of July 2019, the ISTAT Foundation 

has awarded 56 aviation-focused 
university students from 18 countries 
– out of a total of 83 applicants 
– scholarships for the 2019-2020 
academic year. A total of $434,000 

was awarded, with an additional $16,000 
to be awarded to 16 students at the end 

of 2019 as part of the Norman C.T. Liu Greater 
China Scholarship.

56 STUDENTS 
SCHOLARSHIPS FUNDED

$434,000 
RECORD BREAKING TOTAL AWARDED

REPRESENTING 

18 COUNTRIES

2019 total as of July

$3,700,000
SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 

FROM JANUARY 2006 –  
JULY 2019



Cyclone Idai brought strong winds and 
severe flooding to Madagascar, 

Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe 
in March 2019, affecting more 
than 2.6 million in the region. This 
devastating cyclone is said to be the 

worst weather-related disaster to hit the 
southern hemisphere. 

In response to Cyclone Idai, in April 2019 the 
ISTAT Foundation made a humanitarian grant of 
$36,000 to World Food Program USA to fund 
an airdrop in Mozambique. The airdrop included 
high energy biscuits (HEB) and bottled water and 
were distributed to over 20,000 people who 
needed immediate lifesaving assistance. 
These supplies helped keep stranded people 
alive until they could be rescued by the WFP-run 

HUMANITARIAN AID PROGRAM

United Nations 
Humanitarian Air Service 
(UNHAS) and brought 
to shelters in Beira.

The ISTAT Foundation 
will award an additional 
$64,000 in humanitarian 
grants to charities worldwide 
in September 2019. 

As part of an ongoing partnership, in 2019, the 
ISTAT Foundation awarded Airlink a grant of 
$100,000 in support of their mission to deliver 
disaster response. With 2019 just past the six-
month mark, Airlink has already responded to 

26 humanitarian crises or disaster-
related events requiring 

recovery and resiliency 
support, which assisted 30 
NGOs that were supported 
by 13 air carriers.

These responses have 
included flooding in Nepal, 

Paraguay, Australia, and in 
the Midwest region of the U.S.; 

Guatemala’s Fuego volcano disaster; wildfires in 
Canada; conflicts in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) and Ukraine; the Venezuelan 
refugee crisis in Colombia and Ecuador; the 
Rohingya refugee crisis in Bangladesh; and 
Cyclone Idai in Mozambique. 

AIRLINK UPDATE
The biggest response thus far was Cyclone 
Idai which struck Mozambique in March. 
Overcoming logistical challenges, Airlink was 
able to support 11 NGO partners. Director of 
Humanitarian Programs Liz Bloomfield and 
Airlink Trustee George Fenton, a humanitarian 
logistics expert, met with NGO partners on the 
ground. This provided an intimate look at where 
and how Airlink could fill in logistical gaps in that 
region for future disasters.

The aircraft turns  
and completes  
several more drops  
to empty its immense 
cargo load.

Airlink partner Cadena 
providing assistance to 
a woman displaced  
after Cyclone Idai  
in Mozambique.



Organization Program/Project

Aviation Without Borders National Fly Kids Day and College Visit

Eagles Nest Project at Westosha Central High School STEM Aviation Program

Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum No-Fee Aviation Science and History Programs

Irish Aviation Foundation Shannon Aviation Museum

Irish Aviation Students’ Association Career Exhibition 

Lewis University Take Flight in Aviation

OPAS Foundation Aviation Career Education & STEM Academy

Pathways to Aviation Futures in Aerospace

Reno Air Racing Association Sponsorship of the NAHI Herb Kelleher Trophy

Rocky Mountain College Aviation Program New training aircraft

The Ninety-Nines Museum of Women Pilots Computer Based Training Modules

Wings of Hope Soar Into STEM

Women in Aviation International Girls in Aviation Day Sponsorship

13 aviation-focused organizations were able 
to deliver on their missions and strengthen 
their futures through inspiration and 
education with the help of $120,000 from 
the ISTAT Foundation Grants Program. This 

year’s grant recipients include: 

$120,000
IN GRANTS AWARDED TO  

13 ORGANIZATIONS

GRANTS PROGRAM



ISTAT UNIVERSITY PROGRAM
Congratulations ISTAT U 2.0 graduates! 

May 2019 marked the graduation of the 
third ISTAT U 2.0 class, consisting of 
18 students from 10 countries. The 
2019 graduating class was more than 

twice the size of the 2018 class. The 
ISTAT Foundation extends its sincerest 

congratulations to:

INTERNSHIP PROGRAM
Through the use of the ISTAT Foundation 
Internship Portal, qualified students and 
ISTAT member companies are able to 
match the right skills, background and 
interests with corporate internships.

ISTAT members and students are able to 
take advantage of the portal by visiting 
https://foundation.istat.org/Programs/
Internships.

18 
GRADUATES

FROM  
10 COUNTRIES

Jithin George Abraham
Ekin Bakkal
Nicolas Bernier
Guilherme Brito
Kailer Chan
Jose Egas
Stephen Haire
Felix Lacroix
Ainur Maiussova

Katherine Minarik
Anastasia Petukhova
Maria Prothero
Norris Tie
Asa Marie Watts
Huseyin Yildirim
Rebecca Yue
Xinyuan Zhu
Liming Zou

“As I have recently graduated, with full confidence, I can say that the ISTAT U 2.0 program is 
one of the best online programs that are available in the aviation finance field. The course is 
built in a way that every module contributes to the previous one and opens a bigger picture. 
Delegates are highly motivated and it makes the course interactive, sometimes challenging, 
but always interesting. Even though I come from the operations side of the airline business, the 
ISTAT U 2.0 program made me consider taking a turn in my career and try the fascinating world 
of aircraft trading and leasing.”

— Ainur Maiussova, Aerospace MBA, Toulouse Business School

Ainur 
Maiussova

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM
Mentorship opportunities are offered to scholarship 
recipients and ISTAT U students attending their 
first ISTAT conference. They are paired with senior 
ISTAT members in an effort to facilitate 
their introduction to the industry and 
enhance their conference experience.

If you are interested in becoming 
a mentor, please contact 
istatfoundation@istat.org.

https://foundation.istat.org/Programs/Internships
https://foundation.istat.org/Programs/Internships
mailto:istatfoundation@istat.org


On 3 June 2019, the ISTAT Foundation hosted 
their second annual Gala at The Ritz-Carlton in 
Chicago. The event included a cocktail reception, 
dinner, entertainment and silent auction, with 
auction items sponsored by Rolls-Royce, 
Aerolease, Icelease, Delta, and Engine Lease 
Finance Corporation. The Gala’s program included 
remarks from two scholarship recipients and 
a presentation from recent humanitarian grant 
recipient World Food Program USA.

The Gala celebrated and provided awareness of 
the ISTAT Foundation’s core programs:

• Scholarship

• Education and 
Internship

• Grants

• Humanitarian Aid

• ISTAT University

ISTAT FOUNDATION GALA
Drew Hacker,  

Scholarship 
Recipient 

Katie Siahkoohi, 
World Food 

Program USA

Gala participants enjoyed a cocktail reception leading 
up to the program, which included drinks, appetizers, 
whisky sampling station, and silent auction. 

Katherine Minarik, 
Scholarship 
Recipient



THE SECOND ANNUAL SOUTH FLORIDA 
GOLF TOURNAMENT

The ISTAT Foundation hosted its Second Annual 
South Florida Golf Tournament at Grande Oaks 
Golf Club in Davie-Fort Lauderdale, FL.  

$58,000
RAISED IN SUPPORT OF THE 

ISTAT FOUNDATION

The tournament took place on 11 February 
2019 and raised $58,000 to support the 
Foundation’s mission. 

FORE A GOOD CAUSE 
THE THIRD ANNUAL CHICAGO GOLF 
TOURNAMENT

On 4 June 2019, the ISTAT Foundation hosted 
its Third Annual Chicago Golf Tournament at the 
Harborside International Golf Club in conjunction 
with the ISTAT Foundation Gala. 

$51,000
RAISED IN SUPPORT OF THE 

ISTAT FOUNDATION

Over $51,000 was raised in support of the ISTAT 
Foundation’s mission to promote the advancement 
of commercial aviation and humanitarianism. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
• First Annual Dublin Golf Tournament – 

Thursday, 19 September 2019 

• Jetran Golf Tournament benefitting 
the ISTAT Foundation – Friday, 8 
November 2019

• Third Annual South Florida Golf 
Tournament – February 2020

• ISTAT Foundation Golf Tournament at 
ISTAT Americas – March 2020

• Fourth Annual Chicago Golf  
Tournament – June 2020

For more information on  
how to participate in these 
tournaments and support  
the Foundation, please visit:  
foundation.istat.org/ 
Support/Provide-Support.

http://foundation.istat.org/Support/Provide-Support
http://foundation.istat.org/Support/Provide-Support


THANK YOU TO OUR 2019 SUPPORTERS.
THANK YOU!

ISTAT Americas Golf

            

ISTAT Foundation Gala

           

                           

           

AND THANK YOU  
TO THIS YEAR’S ISTAT FOUNDATION  

MAJOR EVENT SPONSORS

Global Sponsor



ISTAT FOUNDATION  
MAJOR EVENT SPONSORS

(CONTINUED)

THANK YOU!

The Third Annual Chicago Golf Tournament 

Co-Hosts and Platinum Sponsors

                   

Gold Sponsors

                                                         

Silver Sponsors

                     
Stan and Arlene 

Chmielewski               

Bronze Sponsor
Willow Aviation

The Second Annual South Florida Golf Tournament

Gold Sponsors

                                            

                                                        

Silver Sponsors

AeroEngineSolutions                                             

Bronze Sponsors

            

Jetran Golf Tournament benefiting 
the ISTAT Foundation


